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The tenth, jubilee, pluralistic parliamentary elections
in Montenegro will take place for in few days. In what
kind of atmosphere will they take place? The fact that
NGOs are ﬁnally well organized well and international
observers are doing really good job this time. With the
work of the Government of electoral conﬁdence that in‐
cluded opposition ministers, ﬁnally there is a chance
that the upcoming election results will reﬂect the will
of the people.
These are the ﬁrst elections in the history of Montene‐
grin parliamentary system with 17 election lists, involv‐
ing 34 political parties. Among them is a huge number
of alumni of School of Democratic Leadership, 62 of
them, holding the key positions on the election lists.
For instance, out of four top positions on the list of the
Bosniak Party – three positions are held by SDL alumni,
and out of the top ﬁve positions on the list of Demo‐
cratic Montenegro, our alumni hold four of them.
However, the election campaign has not put in the ﬁrst
plan, although it was necessary, the news from the Eu‐
ropean agenda and plans for resolving the problems
that Montenegrin citizens set as the priority issues. The
campaign has been more oriented to mutual partisan
charges and criticism of what was done in the past or
not. What would be the consequences of this campaign
of political parties, the voters will tell on Sunday.
Montenegro is gradually becoming democratically ma‐
ture and our alumni from each political party have sig‐
niﬁcant impact in the process. What remains the
challenge in the coming period for entire Montenegrin
society, and especially for the political scene, is that all
of us should jointly contribute to termination of tran‐
sition, which, unfortunately, still lasts.
We wish success and fair election race to all of our
alumni and those who sincerely charish European val‐
ues that are also the values of SDL.
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INTERVIEW
HAKAN ALTINAY
president of Global Civics Academy, Turkey
haltinay@globalcivics.net

Europe of today is not ready to share its destiny with
a large Muslim-majority country

Yet, Europe understands that an adversarial relation with Turkey
would be too costly, so we have this bizarre situation where both
sides pretend on paper that full membership is what they want,
but in practice do nothing signiﬁcant to achieve that goal.

 Can You explain the current situation in
Turkey and whether those circumstances have im‐
plications for work of Your political school?
The most extraordinary aﬀair of the last 34 years
took place on July 15, 2016. A group of soldiers attempted a coup. We had had other coups in the past,
most notably in 1960 and 1980. This particular coup
attempt was televised in real time. We had live images
of military jets bombing the Parliament. The spectacle
of tanks crushing cars with their passengers, mutineers mowing down civilians and storming TV stations is seared in our collective memory for life.
An important feature of the events of July 15 was the
fact that the mutineers received no support from any
section of society. I think this is rarely registered outside Turkey. In all previous coup and coup attempts,
there were major societal forces which either sympathized or supported the coup. This time around all opposition parties condemned the coup immediately.
This is a signiﬁcant step. President Erdogan is a deeply
polarizing ﬁgure in Turkey, and there are signiﬁcant
sections of society who simply loath him. In the past,
those sections of the society would have sympathized
with the coup, but this time around all of Turkey
seemed to have concluded that the worst form of dem-

ocratic government is better that the best coup.
It is widely assumed that the coup attempt was organized by a secretive religious group, the Gulenists.
The lustration, which inevitably follows such a dramatic ordeal, is not a straightforward aﬀair. Tens of
thousands of people have been ﬁred from their jobs
and are in detention. All this is being done during a
state of emergency and are not yet under judicial review. Whether the grand lustration eﬀort will be done
with the requisite care or whether it would lead to the
next wave of grievances is the single most important
question for the future.
In short, Turkey experienced a deeply traumatic
aﬀair during the summer, and it is unclear whether
we will draw their right lessons and emerge stronger
from this ordeal.
The European School of Politics is a rare oasis
where representatives from all sides meet and discuss
these issues in a collegial manner. As such, it is a
small step in the right direction.
 What is Your opinion about European road of
Turkey and up to which extent is important for
development of democracy in the country?
Turkey has been interested in joining the European
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Union for some time now. Membership negotiations started
in 2005, but are practically comatose. The quip is that Turkey
is too big, too poor, and too Muslim to be admitted to the
EU. It is true that Turkey with 78 million in population is second only to Germany in size. It is also true that most EU
members have higher incomes than Turkey. Yet the key problem seems to be religious, or if you want to be politically correct cultural, diﬀerence. Europe of today is not ready to share
its destiny with a large Muslim-majority country.
Yet, Europe understands that an adversarial relation with
Turkey would be too costly, so we have this bizarre situation
where both sides pretend on paper that full membership is
what they want, but in practice do nothing signiﬁcant to
achieve that goal.
This was not always so. Between 2001 and 2006, a credible
accession process did wonders for Turkey’s democratization,
but 2007 election of Sarkozy as the French President ended
practically the viability of Turkish membership.

Sanja Rašović



October 2016

Refugee crisis is a deeply
unpredictable situation for everyone
 Bearing in mind that a huge wave of mi‐
grants arrived to Your country, how it aﬀects the
country and society at all?
Turkey hosts some three million Syrians, and a
much smaller group of Iraqis. Majority of them live in
cities throughout Turkey, with a minority living in
camps. There has been surprisingly little societal friction between the newcomers and native residents. The
current challenge is to extend educational services for
the refugees. No political party has challenged the billion dollar annual budgets spent on the refugees,
though we will have heated debate regarding citizenship for the newcomers.
Since we cannot anticipate how the whole Syrian
problem will be settled, it is impossible to know when
these Syrians may want to go back to their homes. It is
also impossible to rule out Syrians becoming a pawn in
the brinksmanship between the EU and Turkey. So, this
is a deeply unpredictable situation for everyone.
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LUKA RAKČEVIĆ
councilor at the Capital City Assembly, member of the Coordination and Central Board of URA
luka.komunikacija@gmail.com

The Lost Chapter
B

ureaucratic European Union does not provide illusion, not to mention the essential guarantee of
the necessary internal and socio-economic security,
and without serious strategy it continues to wander in
its indecision and a strong conceptual division. After
the economic and migrant crisis and unexpected
Bregzita, the balance of power in Europe is changing
again. Due to expressed democratic deﬁcit of the EU
institutions, and the growing fear of citizens, modern
fascism oﬀers much easier and responsive answers to
complicated questions, and successfully mobilizes
wider social layers in order to meet obvious and too
late perceived right-wing revolution.
However, despite the huge gap between the perception
of the European values of Costa or Merkel on one side,
and Orbán and Kaczynski on the other side, there is a
silent consensus in Montenegro, on this point. The fact
that all the relevant Montenegrin political parties support European integration more reﬂects the strategic
calculation, rather than fundamental orientation towards Europe and its values. This also proves the fact
that part of political elites, which nowadays lead Montenegro towards the European Union, is composed of
the same people who, in the early nineties of the previous century, consciously chose the war and deportation,
instead of the chances of a peaceful transition, decentralization and reform of the system. So today, instead
of facing the past and revealing the facts, we are witnesses of the brutal, octroyed historical revisionism.

In addition, in a small, non-anonymous and atomized
society, as it is Montenegrin, position of people in the
social and political space often determines their attitude toward civilization matters, and the high support
of citizens to the EU membership of Montenegro does
not represent necessarily its essential commitment to
European values, to multiculturalism and the rule of
law, but general acceptance of the mainstream policy
in order to keep the personal status of the situation.
Montenegro is the only European country where democratic change of government, still represents the historical precedent. For almost quarter of a century, it
functions on the principles of divided society, that interprets the concept of the nation as an ethno-cultural,
not a political concept of acceptance of the constitutional and legal framework, and social cooperation
arising from it.

It is this deliberate marginalization of essential issues
in Montenegro that started with drastic weakening of
the social impact of trade unions and left-wing policies, so the focus is directed towards the logic of identity, with special emphasis on ethno-national that
creates exclusive opposites from oversized diﬀerence
of barely diﬀerent terms. Ie, what has been imposed
is the cultural form of interpreting that perceives
larger problem in faint identity diﬀerences, rather
than the vulgar class diﬀerences.
And that is the point. Insincere attitude of the ruling political elite, that
sees the road to the EU membership
of Montenegro as the prerequisite for
further political existence, will not
lead us away from the selective implementation of harmonized laws, and
blind and servile foreign-political
wandering. And until we arrange our
own yard, and articulate the need for
a fair redistribution of resources, or
complete restructuring of political
economy and justiﬁed discontent
channel, systematic distribution of
people within the existing power
structure will continue. That is, the
system will reproduce itself - to a
complete collapse.
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ALEKSANDAR SEKULIĆ
member of Presidency of DNP
aleksandar.sekulic@outlook.com

Changes are indispensable part of
progress in every society

A

fter almost three decades of parliamentary electoral
cycles in Montenegro, we have come to the ﬁrst ones,
where electoral political game entails methods of political
ﬁght that were unseen until now. Someone may say that
this elections entails whole range of political messages on
billboards in the streets, that informative and additional
special shows dedicated to elections on electronic media
are oversaturated with political messages, and that daily
printed media has found good interest in promoting their
own favourites and obscuring the opponents – perhaps
someone will say “just another elections, nothing new, déjà
vu”. And certainly when we analyse those passive forms of
political communication the changes are limited and are
based on personal impression of each one of us.
The novelty and important uniqueness of jubilee tenth par-

liamentary elections is reﬂected in the overwhelming digitalisation, ﬁrstly of social and then of political reality. In
previous elections in 2012, where the changes were almost
at the tipping point in Montenegro, the digital social technologies inﬂuence was hardly visible and at the margins of
overall campaign. Since then, and particularly in previous
and this year, there was strong inﬂux of technology in all
societal trends in Montenegro.
Availability and ease of consumption of social networks
have produced highly measurable shifts, particularly in the
last year. In Montenegro, the country of small numbers, it

resulted in opening of socially useful subjects that by default
create real steering in traditional media and in society, and
ﬁnally brining the situation where technologies are changing Montenegro for the better.
Information about certain event or process is no more exclusive for slow and outdated media formats that with censorship and dosing placement is often turning to its opposite,
but now in parallel with the actual happening in the matter
of moments, the reactions are initiated and shared.
Exactly this dimension of citizens’ active participation at
this election is bringing sway for decision making in future,
in the form of clearer picture of what is happening at the
political stage. That new rule, for the ﬁrst time present in
Montenegro, which leads us to make our deﬁnite attitude
regarding any electoral event only after analysing the comments and discussion of
our friends, and the friends
of our friends, which forces
us to put some additional
thinking onto the subject;
eliminates uncertainty in
making choice or so called
choice without strong conviction. There is less and
less possibilities that old
and so many times successfully tested methods of
inﬂicting fear and alienation among us, in order to
vote “against the other”,
would not have nearly
strong eﬀect as previously.
Such negative campaign
has deﬁnitely lost its inﬂuence because now social
media in the moment unmask and ridicule it so it
becomes benign and irrelevant. On the other side, the questions of key importance
for us and our surrounding, easily ﬁnd way to the voters and
whole system of decision making is seeking for answers on
those subjects.
This process is irreversible and with the very example of results of these elections that, I am certain, will be historical,
will justify and additionally strengthen its existence. Because changes are indispensable part of progress of every
society, and in Montenegro that has changed everything
but itself, the changes are imperative, which will be strongly
expressed in just few days on coming elections.
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ANĐELA PEKOVIĆ
PR of Demokrate of Montenegro
andjela.pekovic@yahoo.com

Building the walls of the union

O

ne of the greatest minds of the twentieth century, Sigmund Freud published the famous essay "Narcissism
of Minor Diﬀerences". For illustration of its thesis, he took
the quarrel between the two most similar nations in Europe, Serbs and Croats. Today, modern Freud would have
richer material when it comes to diﬀerences and divisions
in the small Montenegrin political and spiritual space.
There is no smaller place than our, with a huge divisions in
Europe. Firstly, we were divided as ‘klubaši’ and ‘pravaši’,
‘bjelaši’ and ‘zelenaši’, the Chetniks and Partisans, the Kulaks and Proletarians, the progressive and the reactionary,
on Montenegrins and pro-Serbs, on ‘dukljanci’ and ‘svetosavci’, but nowadays we are divided on the traitors of
Montenegro and the guards of Montenegrin identity.
Understanding of all particularities, acceptance of someone else’s dignity and pride, willingness to accept the true
values – this is the road where, together, we can all get rich.
Proper human road can be chosen. If a man chooses the
other road, the road of revenge, power, hatred – than he is
helpless. And salvation of a man and the overall society
can be found only in the road of reconciliation, mergers
and love. Divisions lead to weakening of the ones who divide, and those who are divided. The last dictator and a
fascist in Europe, General Franco, did the noble thing.
Man of a rich culture buried in one place the bones of Republicans and monarchists, and he wrote, "They fought
for Spain", as they both did, only for a diﬀerent Spain.
The central idea which should we serve is the idea of the

brotherly harmony, the idea of love and free agreement.
When it comes to social ideal of brotherhood or solidarity, human moral is more important, rather than the national character. The openness of people towards each
other, freedom from prejudices, and national, social and
all other prejudices that alienate man from man, is the
task that brings revival and richness to our society.
The task is complex as it consists of complicated setting
up of bricks, which will build the walls of unity and communion, whose importance and dimension exceed all existing ruins. Guiding principle and the goal, the highest
social mission and the idea of reconciliation and unity,
we must rise to unprecedented heights. If Montenegrin
society lets down its social idea from that height, it will
be shame, and if instead of huge joint matter sets its petty
interests under a variety of high-sounding names. We are
not required to leave our private matter, but not to put
our tiny part on the place of the large whole, not to separate in our private things, but to try to connect with the
human things, and never lose out of sight that huge matter, but to put it above and before everything, and all the
rest – is just behind it. It is in our power to put the highest
task and say: this is what we want, this is our highest goal
and banner - and we do not agree to anything else. We
have to be friends of equal liberty, of equality, of equality
of all, love, solidarity, without other diﬀerences than those
between good and bad people.
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NEVENA KEKOVIĆ
member of Main Board of DPS and Councilor at the Local Assembly Herceg Novi
nevena.kekovic@gmail.com

Young people in politics in
Montenegro

P

erspective of development of the society in transition is
based on adequate political management, inclined to adapting and constantly prepared response to challenges of changes.
When it comes to Montenegro, its characteristics as the political
entity through new history are based on epithet as the one of the
worst developed country of former Yugoslavia, limited by the
space, number of citizens, and resources as well.
Anyway, if we turn back tocurrentpolitical situation, modern Montenegro restored its independence and functions as independent
country for ten years. A lot of political and social entities act in this
environment, intending to represent speciﬁc interests through its
engagement, and impact on creating of political ambient. The role
of youth in politics is often interpreted through pre-election activism, at the level of the most banal tasks, with the belief that the
role of young person in the party structure is negligible.
It is certain that the hierarchy goes in favor to the older and more
experienced colleagues, but neither gender nor age are parameter of success and eﬃciency, which is proved by numerous examples. Natural need of a young man to impact and change by
its energy what he/she ﬁnds in society as unfavorable, is unbreakable advantage of young people in politics.
However, besides this conviction that favours the vote of youth,
there is one speciﬁc cliché which observes an young political activist through the prism of need for belonging to something at
any price. Peers often don’t have understanding for the interests
of a young man to develop political career.
What exactly are the beneﬁts? The ﬁrst beneﬁt of involvement
of young people in the political party system, has the party itself.
From the beginning, by polishing and selecting the staﬀ, political
organization prepares its future, aware that generations are
changeable. Through youth activism and encouraging young
people to contribute, and above all, to learn about political action,
party ensures relatively experienced and ready, and also young
enough and energetic staﬀ, from the rich human resource base.
On the other hand, when it comes to learning, young people
much more quickly monitor and accept modern trends. At the
time of expansion of the impact of social networks, the role of
party youth wings has certainly increased. Today, Facebook is
probably followed more than other media, especially TV, whose
popularity will soon show signiﬁcant downward trend. All parties in Montenegro nowadays have their own Facebook, Twitter
or Instagram proﬁle. Especially during election campaigns, and
especially in Montenegro that has more than 300,000 Facebook
users (data from 2016) on 621,383 inhabitants (data from 2013).
Facebook meets the needs of the market, so it is possible to updated photos regularly and post live videos. All of this has been
met with particular interest of all who want to present to the public something serious, so the Facebook community in Montenegro, has soon become speciﬁc representative of a demand and
the pattern with which it is necessary to communicate constantly.
Development of political marketing through social networks
and YouTube channel, certainly adopted young people fastest,

not only as the mere commentators, or administrators of smaller
and larger political proﬁle, but also as creators of ideas and bearers of larger part of online campaigns, not only today, when such
a campaign is generally accepted, but also when this type of propagating of political ideas was in the early stages.
After all, besides creating of own political staﬀ, and use of its natural advantages and capacities, it is important to introduce
young man in the policy, simply for its own sake. For the purpose
of his generation and the upcoming needs, of which, naturally,
someone who will in 10 years be retired cannot take into account,
in the same way it would do the one who is going to create the
career for 10 years, in full force.
Increasing and noticeable lethargy of young people, partly stems
from excessive protection and assurance that there will always
be someone who will take care of him. And then comes the
phrase "what is the meaning of my one vote" and "I not interested in politics."
If we invest in the political education of young people, perhaps we
would avoid grey picture where the policy in the life of a young
man is seen as excess, unnecessary waste of energy and time, and
in extreme cases, as something that "tarnishes" reputation and as
such should be left to the elderly, who are accustomed to the job.
This attitude is not distanced from that when women perhaps and
sometimes had the right tovote, which was by no means identiﬁed
with the right to conduct policy. Woman can choose, but cannot
be elected; and if the law permits, there is a social condemnation.
The voice of a young man can be heard in several parties in Montenegro, through high party structures, and through participation in the work of the Parliament at the local level or the
executive branch.
What stays is the hope that young people will accept in the future
the idea on participation in political activities, through parties or
NGO sector, so they can directly impact on their environment
with their work and energy, and that this will be the main motive
to be politically informed, educated and activated. Also, that their
activity will be focused on dialogue inside the party and the impact on the reforms and progress in their own organizations, and
from that perspective to the progress of the society.

Politics among young people should
be viewed with sympathies
The political education from "young age", does not
imply introduction of the pre-election campaigns in
schools, but provision of information to young people,
and even children, about the manner of functioning
of the state they live in. And then, through their interests in management, changes, improvement, or any
other motive, dealing with the policy among young
people, should be observed favorably.
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MA VIDAK LATKOVIĆ
public Executor for the area covered by Basic court in Cetinje
vidak.latkovic@t‐com.me

The rule of law “from the ﬁrst hand”

W

hat does it mean to have ﬁnal verdict after long and
tiresome judicial process? Nothing, if the verdict is
not executed.
The rule of law is, not only notion that is being discussed
by politicians and NGO activists in their public appearances in order to gain attention and sympathies of public,
but it is very simple and I dare to write real experience. Injustice inﬂicted to a person mainly through denial of any
of the rights is very real for the person in question. That is
why I write in condensed manner now about personal understanding of rule of law to which we all strive declaratively or substantially.
The party that is damaged, the prosecutor that is suing, the
judge who is ruling or the public executor that executes the
ruling, we are all contributing to law ruling or not. For almost two years that I am in this area of work I had a chance
to learn from “ﬁrst hand” experience how citizens understand notions of justice and rule of law. Shortly – very differently or more precisely selectively, which depends of the
perspective they are looking.
If they are creditors (they have claims) – they often complain
about injustice that was inﬂicted by the debtor not fulﬁlling
their (non)ﬁnancial obligations, sometimes angry at whole
system because it allegedly protects the interests of the
debtors, which is relatively true sometimes. Namely, there
are several procedural possibilities allowing debtor to prolong execution and thus additionally harm the legal interest
of creditor. From the other side, the debtor is the loudest.
Everyone is guilty – from political and economic system of
governance, judiciary, all the way to “soulless capitalists”
creditors and at the end the public executor who “works in
the interest of creditor”. Here, even though I consider myself
as solidary and empathetic citizen, I often can’t bring myself

to understand such position. When you knock on the door
of the debtor then the justice is selective, wrong and “unjust”,
and judges and public executors are corrupted and soulless.
However if the same debtor is ﬁnding him/herself in the position of creditor, then they look at execution of the ruling
from utterly diﬀerent perspective. Then this person becomes “soulless” and insists on doing everything that can
be done in order to settle claims from debtors.
I am deeply convinced that such approach to justice is
largely problematic for that that supposedly we are all striving to – and that is Rule of Law. So, rule of law, not of people, as we have learned. Rule of law and not will of the
individual that is implementing it. Rule of fair and equitable relationship in every social context and not rule of
unfairness and unaccountability for own actions. Therefore, if we really want a rule of law state – we should start
from ourselves.
Let’s respect our obligations, execute them unconditionally.
Particularly, when it comes to court rulings, which represent the law for involved parties. Any ruling that is not executed, voluntarily or forcedly, does not constitute
restitution of the violated right itself. At the same time execution of ruling strengthens legal security, because execution is considered as integral part of right on fair trial
within a reasonable time guaranteed by domestic and international legal sources. Therefore, public executor function, as public service which acts impartially, fairly,
conscientiously and legally, represents signiﬁcant contribution to development of Montenegro as legal state.
In last three years of work of public executors in Montenegro, the executive proceedings was signiﬁcantly improved
and made faster and more eﬃcient, there are more resolved
cases, the successfully ﬁnalized executions are higher,
courts are relieved and they have more time to commit to
ruling cases…But for success of this public service it is essential to secure support from overall system of state organs
and conscientious citizens which when they ﬁnd themselves in the debtor position should not blame everyone for
their position in which they are found by own or others’
will, but to look objectively onto the situation. Because, one
day they will also be executive creditors, that will ask from
the same public executor to execute the ruling.
At the end, I would stress that this job has provided me
with rich legal and personal experience, but also with
overview of causes of many insuﬃciencies in our society,
both on the side of the “system” and individual. Therefore,
our role is to implement the law in lawful, professional and
impartial manner for the purpose of meeting the justice
and not the interest of one or the other party involved.
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ALENKA VUJOVIĆ
journalist and editor in chief, Atlas TV
alenkacekic@gmail.com

“Journalism is the most beautiful job if you leave it on time!“
I think this sentence of Winston Churchill is
fully correct, and even better, it is so appropriate
for this profession in Montenegro.

M

edia scene in our country is chaotic, disorganized
and politically controlled. When it comes to description of situation in Montenegrin media, they often
do not choose words. Independence of media, free reporting, threats and attacks on journalists, their rights
are only some of the issues in Montenegro that have not
been solved, and have to be solved urgently. Each of
these issues is a separate topic, and we do nothing on
this regards. Montenegrin journalists are in constant
fear for what they say or write, because there is no media
in our country that does not interfere in some political
interest. That is where we are looking for salvation from
the international community, because European Commission has an important role and impact in terms of
media freedom. But, we seem to be resistant to all, and
in spite of control and the instructions given, we only
theoretically hold to the rules. The practice is pointless.
Small market in Montenegro has large number of media.
Although free and independent media are the grounds

of any democratic society; which is criticized on everyday
basis from the European address, the media and journalists in our country are limited. OSCE stated in one of its
reports that the most common forms of violations of
media freedoms were accusations and pressure political
parties make on media, denying the right to provide information of public importance, and pressure from government, accusations by other media. This is the
assessment of media workers, journalists and editors.
I would like to mention that journalists seek justiﬁcation
in the fact that working conditions are getting worse,
that they work for low wages, and work more and more.
Job of a journalist used to be glamorous, but today is
ranked among the worst because of the amount of
stress. There are also the employers who employ freelancers in private media, and workers can only dream
on contract for an indeﬁnite period. And this continues.
Indeed, there is a lot of work for both sides. And for the
country, as well.
However, there is an encouraging data about the eﬀorts
on establishing of network of self-regulatory bodies in
the Southeast Europe, under the auspices of Council of
Europe, and for establishing of an independent commission that will monitor investigations of murders of
journalists. However,
this does not release
public institutions
from the responsibility to bring the offenders to justice.
So, it is time to reduce the impact of
political structure on
media market. It is
time for everyone to
start doing its job.
"Our craft is to touch
the wound with the
pen", and others
should contribute to
lower level of those
wounds, and new generation should start
their writings on media
with the sentence
"Journalism - best job if
you leave it on time."
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BOJANA KOMNENIĆ
editor in chief of the portal and Radio Antena M
komnenicbojana@gmail.com

When commentators on web
portals start to play…
Hate speech, cursing, oﬀending, and defamation
are prohibited… When noticed, such content
shall be deleted, and authors may be reported to
competent institutions... Portal has the right to
delete inappropriate part or the whole comment,
without announcement and explanation…Thank
you for decent comments…For that reason, we will
publish it… Your email shall not be visible…

T

his is only part of the rule you may respect when commenting articles on Montenegrin portals. Do we use
hate speech, do we curse, oﬀend, or do we ever defame?
Can decency and commenting come together? If we become average Montenegrin commentator, than hardly. But
if he can be anonymous expert for everything, than the position is absolutely easy. Average Montenegrin commentator knows and understands everything. He is the
smartest, gives the best advices, he would never behave as
the main actor of the article he comments. He does not
transmit its attitude in the spirit of peace, but often curses
or is on the edge of virtual verbal conﬂict.
From the sea of wise guys, a funnyman occurs, and tries to
relax the atmosphere with the sarcasm, or hard irony. This
can last for a while, until arrival of a nationalist, who
grounds the whole story on identity problems, no matter
if it comes from the entertainment rubric, culture, high
policy or news.
So called bots appeared recently in Montenegro. They fully
ruined the debate of the ones who wanted a debate of a
good quality. These days, in pre-election campaign, they
are so active and as we can ﬁnd out from informal communication, there are usually few people who work for the
party and certain sum of money, and its not a problem for
them to publish dozens of impersonal comments.
They make the news more readable and in a better position. Parties have not admitted until now if they had engaged bots, but it is understood that they don’t want to talk
about that.
However, editors in chief and journalists have problems.
Justiﬁcation that small number of people in editorial oﬃces
cannot delete every hate speech and defamation, is pointless. However, situation in practice looks like this: large

number of comments, direct hate speech, oﬀending,
deleted defamations. However, freedom of opinion is wide
category to some people, while others are quite rigorous.
Someone takes someone else’s standpoint, even if it is polite, as oﬀensive, while other people have high level of tolerance. Usually endangered parties or socially responsible
readers indicate on failures, which may be deleted by only
one click. However, damage is done, as the one whom the
message is devoted, asks himself how many people saw it,
and up to which extent complete anonymous endangered
its reputation. With good reason or not, this is the matter
of experience. It is up to the editor in chief and the editorial
redaction to take the responsibility for the failure, but without criminal aspect. This area is deﬁned by the Rulebook
on electronic publications that is adopted in February,
whose achievements or eﬀects have not been recognized
yet. Owners of web portals are free in creating and editing
of content, with the respect of standards related to registration, identiﬁcation, rights to corrections and response.
The Rulebook prescribes respect of privacy and dignity of
citizens, protection of integrity of juveniles and vulnerable
people, prohibition of services that endanger legal order
and national security, prohibition of inciting of hatred, or
discrimination. Rules on commenting and registration also
have to be precisely deﬁned.
In principle, the Rulebook is respected, and certain "violations" are corrected.
Seven months after adoption, the question what the
Agency for Electronic Media has made in terms of the
control of the portal and we can read beneath the articles, stays open?
Unfortunately, our main problem in Montenegro is
that our laws frequently remain a dead letter, on which
has already been indicated from European addresses.
Therefore, we might not be surprised why our virtual
intellectuals have so much freedom to slander and insult. Too much democracy on a signiﬁcant number of
portals, without clear rules, actually shows us that we
have misunderstood freedom of opinion and played
dangerously.
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DRAŽEN ĐURAŠKOVIĆ
department for voluntary blood donation; Bureau for Blood Transfusion of Montenegro
info@ztkcg.me

What is the extent of solidarity
and humanity of our society?

O

ur ancestors had proved humanity and heroism so
many times through history. There are so many
manners to do good things for our community in modern times, instead of using swords.
One of the ways to express solidarity with people in
trouble is voluntary blood donation. So small number
of people think about it, unless something happens and
reminds them.
I met with voluntary blood transfusion two years ago,
when I professionally connected to that so important
social phenomenon. Since then, I convince myself every
day how important is suﬃcient number of people who
voluntary donate blood, which is important for sustainability of the health care system.
Data which exist in Bureau for blood transfusion Montenegro show that the number of human people in
Montenegro, who react in urgent situations, is very
high. It is important to remain human even in the absence of car accidents. What our people does not know
is that a patient needs blood as a cure any time of the
day. Although number of activities of voluntary blood
transfusion in Bureau for Blood Transfusion of MNE increased for almost 60%, percentage of development of
blood transfusion is slightly higher than 2,7%, which is
still under the recommendations of the World Health
Organization (4%). Similar situation is in the region,
where only Slovenia and Croatia take advantage in humanity in this area – 5% and 4%. Reasons for such sit-

uation are complex and multiple. Besides heritage, very
important factor is lack of information of our citizens
about the importance of voluntary blood donation.
There are many doubts especially among young people
and people who did not have the opportunity to meet
with voluntary blood transfusion. Firstly, it is important
to make distinctions between voluntary and dedicated
or family blood transfusion. Voluntary blood donors
give blood anonymously, for anyone who need it, while
family donors give blood to their family member, to a
friend or a relative, or a person he/she knows. Although
situation changes when it comes to relation between
the number of voluntary and dedicated blood donors,
our goal is to have soon Montenegro where will not be
necessary if a family/friends or godfathers have to donate blood for their closest ones, because we will have
suﬃcient number of people who do this on voluntary
basis. One of the basic postulates of blood donation is
that it is free of charges. This means that no compensation can be required.
Most prejudices people related to blood donation are
related to crating of habits or addiction on blood transfusion, but this is not covered with medical evidence or
experience in practice of blood donation. Also, a lot of
people relies on humanity of other people as they always think someone else will do that instead of them.
There is the part of citizens who are afraid that, if they
give blood voluntary, it won’t be on disposal in case of
the need of someone who is close to them, but we
should not forget that in this act we help someone and
probably save its life.

Education of citizens needed
For all of these reasons, we should work on education and provision of reliable information to citizens,
which will help them to make decisions and bee blood
donors. Surely, this is the priority mission of the Bureau
for Blood Transfusion and Red Cross of Montenegro,
but the assistance and cooperation are always welcome
no matter if they come from the sphere of public or private sector, because we should all have one goal – to provide safe future to ourselves and to other people.
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SVETLANA SLAVUJEVIĆ
TVCG Journalist
svetlanavlahovic@yahoo.com

Country of enviable level of democracy and
tolerance – country of human people

A

mazing nature, high standard, openness, system
that seems to function perfectly... and this is only
part of something that can be noticed at the ﬁrst step
on the Norwegian ground.
Norway is the country at the top of the scale when it
comes to quality of life, and a lot of people envy Norway
on allocations for the health care system and education,
and its rational and sustainable management of oil reserves. For me, the history of the country is equally interesting as its road for attaining independence. This
helped me to understand the nature of its people.
Norwegian Parliament, after almost hundred years,
made decision in 1905 on termination of the Union with
Sweden and on overthrowing of Oskar I from the
throne. In order to avoid gaining of independence
through the war, Swedish King gave its peaceful contribution, who rather lost half of its territory and third part
of its people than to allow war.
Supporters of independence decided to conﬁrm departure from the Union with re-establishing of the monarchy. On that occasion, they faced with a “small” problem
– they did not ﬁnd anyone in their own lines that could
be given the role of the king.
The problem was solved as they practically found, and
almost rented, Danish Prince and employed him on indeﬁnite time (Norway was in union with Denmark more
than 400 years).
Christian Fredrik became Haakon VII ‘overnight’, and
his two years old son Alexander also got the new name

and became the heir to the throne Olav.
Could the model from the ‘90s of the last century, be applied here, on the Balkan? Was it possible to solve these
problems practically and progressively, without
weapons? Perhaps we needed Oscar, as well…
Nowadays, owing to good thinking, Norway is the country of high economic standards, with enviable level of

Facts about Norway
- Average salary is 4,500.00 EUR
- Oslo is one of the most expensive cities in the world
- Airport Gardermoen has the largest free shop
in Europe
- 99% of electricity comes from hydro power plants
- 90% of couples have their own apartment or a house
- Elementary, high and university education is free
- Nobel Prize for Peace is awarded every year in Oslo
- Norwegians love to tell jokes about Swedes

democracy and tolerance, country of human people.
Immigrants from the Balkan, mostly from Bosnia and
Hercegovina, in the last twenty years felt advantages of
Norwegian social system. This is one of the main reasons
why they don’t even think about returning on the Balkan.
One of them, whom I met, will have the right to retirement and he mentioned free medical treatments and
good medical protection as the rjustiﬁcations to spend
the last years of life in Norway.
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NEWS FROM SDL
World Forum for Democracy in
November 2016
World Forum for Democracy will be organized in
Strasbourg from 7 until 9 November 2016. Topic of the
Forum will be “Democracy and Equality – is education
important?”. This World Forum will focus on relations between democracy and education, and up to which extent
is important for democratic societies. Schools, universities, civil society organizations, and other educational institutions, that should encourage achieving of values and
skills that are essential for democracy. This event, which
gathers more than 500 participants, leaders from diﬀerent spheres and parts of the world, will focus on education
and it can help in overcoming of gaps in the society.
School of Democratic Leadership (SDL) with its participants will participate this year in this prestigious event.

Seminar on independent
journalism in Mostar
School of Democratic Leadership (SDL) will organize the seminar on topic “Free and independent journalism in democratic society” for its alumni, in Mostar,
from 28 to 30 October. This is the ﬁrst seminar of SDL,
among others, that will be organized in the future period and that is intended to participants from the previous 14 generations. Topics that will be presented on
this seminar are: creating of the content and reporting
standards, media, public opinion, political parties, journalism and modern technologies. Participants of the
seminar will be representatives of political parties, public relations and media.

Schools of Political Studies on the
Berlin Forum
Association of Schools of Political Studies of the Council of Europe shall organize the Second Berlin Forum on
17 and 18 October. Topic of the Forum will be “Finding the
Lost Universalism”. Forum relies in the idea that there are
many cultures but only one civilization that is based on
freedom, human rights, the rule of law, and democracy.
The Forum will gather leaders from the areas of culture,
experts, international journalists, and alumni of Political
Schools in order to address key democratic challenges the
Europe faces today, and in order to suggest directions for
the promotion of solidarity among young people, in order
to overcome the crisis.
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